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Å366 EDs (222 integrated EDs, 144 
stand - alone EDs)
Å346 licensed EMS agencies (301 ALS, 

37 Air, 8 BLS)
Åˢ˦ ˴̙̝̣̖̟̚̕Я̤ ̡̙̠̤̥̝̤̒̚
Å36 state - designated trauma centers
Ḭ11 level I, 3 pediatric, 1 level II 

pediatric, 21 level II centers
ḬDifferent from ACS verification

Å6 burn centers

Emergency Care in Florida Download the map:



Florida EMSC Advisory Committee

ÅFlorida EMSC has a 25 - year collaboration between 
the Florida Department of Health (FDOH) Bureau of 
Emergency Medical Oversight (BEMO), University of 
Florida College of Medicine - Jacksonville, Florida 
EMSC Advisory Committee, State EMS Advisory 
Council and constituent groups, and the Florida 
EMSC Family Advisory Network Representatives
ÅMeets quarterly in conjunction with the State EMS 

Advisory Council and constituent group meetings
ÅMade up of appointed members, liaisons, Florida 

EMSC Program Staff, and FDOH Partners and 
constituent groups. 

Learn more about 

the committee:



Partnerships with State EMS Regional Coordinators and 
Health Care Coalitions



Florida Prehospital PRRP 

The Florida Prehospital Pediatric Readiness 
Recognition Program (PRRP) recognizes EMS and 
fire - rescue agencies that demonstrate a strong 
commitment to enhancing pediatric emergency 
care, education, and disaster preparedness. 

Participation in the Florida Prehospital PRRP is 
voluntary. The program is composed of two tiers: 
Florida PEDReady Silver  and Florida PEDReady 
Gold . Each tier has defined criteria that must be 
met to achieve recognition.

Download the  

informational 

handout:



Visit the 

webpage:

Program Webpage

ÅAbout
ÅHow to Apply
ÅBest Practices (new!) Ь website updated 

after pilot
ÅResources



Best Practices

ÅIn alignment with the Florida Prehospital 
PRRP criteria
ÅIntended to support EMS agencies 

interested in applying to the Florida 
Prehospital PRRP
ÅShared with permission Ь thank you to the 

EMS agencies who contributed their 
materials to help advance pediatric 
readiness across the state!

See best practices: 



Program Criteria

Florida PEDReady Gold Florida PEDReady Silver

ÅPediatric Emergency Care 
Coordinator/Champion 
(PECC)
ÅEquipment and Supplies
ÅDisaster
ÅPolicies, Procedures, and 

Protocols
ÅQuality Improvement
ÅCommunity Outreach
ÅEducation and 

Competencies
ÅInteractions with Systems 

of Care
ÅFamily - Centered Care

ÅPediatric Emergency Care 
Coordinator/Champion 
(PECC)
ÅEquipment and Supplies
ÅDisaster
ÅPolicies, Procedures, and 

Protocols
ÅQuality Improvement
ÅOptional :
ḬCommunity Outreach
ḬEducation and 

Competencies
Ḭ Interactions with 

Systems of Care
ḬFamily - Centered Care

Download the full list of 

program criteria:



Pathway to Recognition

Application 
Submitted

Application 
reviewed by 
review team

Applicant submits 
additional information and 
supporting documentation 
requested (as applicable)

Applicant 
feedback 
meeting

Review team 
meeting

Additional information and 
supporting documentation 

reviewed by review team (as 
applicable)

Verification Visit Recognition 
Decision

Pre- application 
consultation (if 

requested)



Application Guide

ÅDeveloped to assist applicants with 
completing the application
ÅOutlines the program background, 

criteria, supporting documentation 
checklists, application and review 
process, helpful resources, etc. 
ÅApplicants are encouraged to review 

the guide in full prior to beginning the 
application

Read the 

guide:



Pilot Program January - September 2025 
Application relaunched November 1, 2025

Overview of Application Process

Å4- 5 applications accepted per quarter (new)
ÅAgencies will receive a custom application link (new)
ÅApplicants upload and submit all information/supporting documentation within 

the online application (Qualtrics)
ÅApplication documents undergo a confidential review by the review team  
ÅFlorida EMSC Program Staff meet with the applicant to discuss feedback
ÅApplicants can address any deficiencies and submit additional 

information/supporting documentation 



ÅOnce the EMS agency meets the program 
criteria, a formal virtual or onsite verification 
visit is scheduled
ÅThe Florida EMSC Program Manager, Project 

and Medical Director, and members of the 
review team are encouraged to attend
Å̅ ̙̖ ˶˾̄ ̘̖̟̪̒̔Я̤ ̞̟̤̥̣̥̠̣̒̒̕̚̚˝ ̙̖̗̔̚˝ ̠̣ 

equivalent; medical director; pediatric 
emergency care coordinator(s); and active 
EMS field personnel are asked to attend 

Overview of Verification Process

The verification visit team with personnel 

representing Kissimmee Fire Department and St. 

Cloud Fire Rescue



ÅA verification visit guide is provided to the EMS 
agency representatives (external) and those 
representing Florida EMSC (internal)
ÅPhotos of pediatric equipment are requested 

and reviewed in advance 
ÅA recognition package is provided to the EMS 

agency representatives. If the visit is held 
virtually, the package is mailed in advance of 
the visit.

Overview of Verification Process 



ÅIntroductions
ÅAgenda and Site Visit Overview
ÅFlorida EMSC Program and Resources Overview
ÅApplication Discussion
ÅCase Scenarios for Field Personnel
ÅPediatric and Neonatal Equipment Review
ÅStrengths, Weaknesses, Challenges, and Opportunities Discussion
ÅOpen Discussion
ÅConclusions and Recognition Decision

Verification Visit Outline



Recognition : Agencies that are approved for 
recognition will receive an email notification, an official 
letter, a certificate, vehicle decals, and a sample media 
package. Approved agencies will be recognized and 
congratulated at the subsequent Florida EMS for 
Children Advisory Committee meeting. The recognition 
documents will be valid for three (3) years from the 
date of recognition.

Denial : If the application is incomplete or the 
information provided does not meet the criteria for the 
tier the applicant applied to, the individual who 
submitted the application will receive an email 
notification including the reason(s) for denial. 
Subsequently, the agency will be given the opportunity 
to work on application deficiencies and resubmit.

Recognition Decision

Personnel representing Sarasota County 

Fire Department with their vehicle decals 

and certificate of recognition



Certificates of Recognition

ÅDesigned to proudly display the 
̧̙̖̖̞̖̟̥̒̔̚ ̥̒ ̥̙̖ ˶˾̄ ̘̖̟̪̒̔Я̤ ̤̥̥̠̟̤̒̚
ÅSeveral certificates are provided to 

showcase at various locations



Vehicle Decals

ÅIntended to spread awareness about the 
achievement within the community and 
throughout the state
ÅCan place on fire trucks, ambulances, 

vehicles, etc. (follow agency guidelines)



Media Package

ÅIntended to spread awareness about the 
achievement within the community and 
throughout the state
ÅIncludes Facebook banners, social media 

captions and graphics, and a press release
ÅEmailed to PIO or communications officer

Press release

Social media graphics



Community Engagement

ÅSpread the word about the achievement 
= enhanced engagement in the 
community and around the state!
ÅEncouraged to tag @Florida EMSC in 

posts on Facebook and Instagram to 
enhance engagement and 
dissemination

EMS agencies highlighting their Florida 

Prehospital PRRP recognition



Featured in the News

ÅFlorida EMSC and the Florida Prehospital PRRP 
were featured in EMS World News on EMS for 
Children Day 2025. The article highlights 
˿̠̣̥̙ ̠̣̥́ ˷̣̖̚ ̖̤̦̖̃̔Я̤ ˙˿́˷̃˚ ̡̟̤̣̟̘̚̚̚ ̤̥̠̣̪ 
about their journey to pediatric readiness. 
NPFR was the 1st EMS agency in Florida to be 
recognized by the Florida Prehospital PRRP.
ÅSeveral articles have been published in 

different news channels by other recognized 
EMS agencies

Read the 

article:



Florida NASEMSO Abstract and Poster

ÅFlorida EMSC and Florida BEMO 
presented an abstract poster about 
the Florida Prehospital PRRP
ÅThank you to our partners at FDOH 

BEMO for their support of pediatric 
readiness and to all of those involved!

Steve McCoy, Director of Emergency 

Preparedness and Community Support, pictured 

with the abstract poster. Photo by Ty Carhart.



Marketing Strategies

ÅFlorida EMSC Distribution List  Ь Email updates sent to 
subscribers
ÅFlorida EMSC Quarterly E - Newsletter Ь Highlights 

program developments, recognized sites, stories, etc.
ÅFlorida EMSC Advisory Committee & State EMS 

Advisory Council Meetings  Ь Formal updates and 
discussions held with stakeholders
ÅFlorida EMSC Social Media  Ь Highlights program 

information, recognized sites, stories, etc.
ÅState Conferences and other events  Ь Distributes 

program informational handouts 



ÅHeld workgroup meetings and 
correspondence from 2023 - 2024
ÅDetermined criteria for a two - tiered 

program and developed application 
and verification processes and 
materials
ÅDeveloped recognition package: 

official letters, certificates, vehicle 
decals, media package, etc.
ÅProgram reviewed and approved by 

HRSA Project Officer and the Florida 
EMSC Advisory Committee, Florida 
Association of EMS Medical Directors, 
Florida Department of Health Bureau 
of Emergency Medical Oversight 
Regional Coordinators, Florida EMS 
Medical Director, and other state 
partners

How We Got To Where We Are Today

Research and Planning Development Pilot 
ÅReviewed established state 

PRRPs criteria and application 
and verification processes 
and materials, current 
national policies and 
guidelines, and pediatric 
readiness - related literature
ÅFormed a workgroup of 

multidisciplinary and 
geographically diverse 
stakeholders
ÅGained buy - in from state 

partners
ÅParticipated in the National 

PRRPs Collaborative

ÅDeveloped communication 
and marketing strategies
ÅRecruited pilot sites to test the 

program 
ÅFormed a core review team
ÅImplemented application and 

verification processes with 9 
pilot sites
ÅIdentified gaps/issues
ÅEnhanced application and 

verification processes and 
materials 
ÅParticipated in the National 

PRRP Exchange Collaborative



Recognized EMS Agencies*

*As of October 27, 2025

Eight EMS agencies formally recognized:
ж ˿̠̣̥̙ ̠̣̥́ ˷̣̖̚ ̖̤̦̖̃̔
ж ̝̥̠̟̈̒ ˴̠̦̟̥̪ ˷̣̖̚ ̖̤̦̖̃̔
ж ˾̣̥̟̒̚ ˴̠̦̟̥̪ ˷̣̖̚ ̖̤̦̖̃̔
ж ̣̤̠̥̄̒̒̒ ˴̠̦̟̥̪ ˷̣̖̚ ˵̡̖̣̥̞̖̟̥̒
ж ̥̄˟ ˴̝̠̦̕ ˷̣̖̚ ̖̤̦̖̃̔
ж ˼̤̤̞̞̖̖̚̚ ˷̣̖̚ ˵̡̖̣̥̞̖̟̥̒
ж ˶̤̞̔̒̓̒̚ ˴̠̦̟̥̪ ̦̝́̓̔̚ ̗̖̥̪̄̒ Ь EMS
ж ˴̙̣̝̠̥̥̖̒ ˴̠̦̟̥̪ ˷̣̖̚ ˗ ˶˾̄
One additional agency is preparing for its 
verification visit



Successes and Challenges

Successes Challenges

ÅDedicated review 
team
ÅLarge interest 
ÅIncrease in 

collaboration 
ÅImprovement in 

pediatric readiness in 
protocols, etc.
ÅCommunity 

engagement

ÅTechnology issues 
ÅVague application 

answers
Å̖̦̟̟̥̃̒̕̕ ̂ ˗ ˲Я̤
ÅLack of supporting 

documentation (e.g., 
MCI, after - action 
reports, training logs)
ÅAdministrative burden



б˺Я̞ ̤̠ ̖̩̥̖̔̚̕ ̗̠̣ ̥̙̤̚ ̡̣̠̘̣̞̒ ̟̒̕ ̤̟̖̣̖̝̪̔̚ 
̡̡̣̖̥̖̒̔̒̚ ̪̠̦ ̟̒̕ ̪̠̦̣ ̥̖̞̒Я̤ ̞̫̟̘̒̒̚ ̖̗̗̠̣̥̤ ̟̚ 

getting us across the finish line! In review of the 
criteria, as intended, it caused us to re - evaluate 

our current equipment and improve processes to 
̡̧̣̠̖̚̕ ̖̥̥̖̣̓ ̖̥̣́̒̔̕̚̚ ̣̖̔̒˒в -  from an 

outstanding EMS Medical Director

Elevating Pediatric Care Ь Together



б˺̥ ̨̤̒ ̡̡̡̣̠̣̥̖̝̪̒̒̚ ̣̠̦̤̥̓˟ ˺̥ ̤̙̠̦̝̟̕Я̥ ̖̓ ̒ ̨̝̜̒ 
in the park for the program to have merit. With a 

team approach, it was doable. It was challenge in 
some areas which led to [results] and awareness 
̟̚ ̨̙̥̒ ̨̖ ̠̕в -  from a Pediatric Emergency Care 

Coordinator (PECC)

Elevating Pediatric Care Ь Together



Next Steps

ÅDevelop a formal evaluation process
ÅContinuous program monitoring and evaluation
ÅIRB application pending 



Thank You
Questions?

Florida EMSC State 
Partnership Program

flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu pedready@jax.ufl.edu904 - 244 - 4986

@flemsforchildren@floridaemsforchildren


