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Emergency Departments: Your participation in the 2026 NPRP 
Assessment is key to improving outcomes and care for children 
in your community and across the country.

Pediatric Readiness
Saves Lives.

Is your ED Pediatric Ready?

ABOUT THE ASSESSMENT

The National Pediatric Readiness Project 
(NPRP) and its partners are conducting an 
updated national assessment to help EDs 
understand how ready they are to care 
for children. The assessment will open in 
March 2026.

WHY PARTICIPATE 

Immediate benefits 
•  �Understand what it takes to be 

Pediatric Ready
•  �Receive a gap report and learn what 

your ED is doing well and where you 
can improve

•  �See your Pediatric Readiness score and 
how you compare to EDs with similar 
pediatric volume 

Long-term benefits 
•  �Pediatric Readiness improves outcomes – 

high Pediatric Readiness is associated with 
up to 76% lower mortality risk for children

•  �Help staff feel more confident when 
treating pediatric patients 

•  �Make progress toward criteria for state 
Pediatric Readiness recognition, trauma 
verification, and other programs 

•  �Support national efforts to address gaps 
and improve care across the country

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

•  �Who is eligible to participate?  
Any ED that accepts patients 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
excluding prison hospitals.

•  �Who should complete the assessment? 
The ED nurse manager should lead completion of the survey and 
collaborate as needed with ED leadership, pediatric emergency 
care coordinators, and trauma coordinators.

•  �I’m a trauma coordinator who needs to complete the 
assessment for trauma center verification. How do I begin? 
Trauma coordinators must collaborate with ED nurse managers 
to complete the assessment.

•  �How long will the assessment take to complete?  
The online assessment takes 30-45 minutes. Additional time 
may be needed to prepare. The assessment does not need to be 
completed in one session. 

•  �What do I need to do to prepare? 
To prepare, you can explore the NPRP Checklist and Toolkit and 
view FAQs via the link below. Once the assessment launches, we 
encourage you to print a PDF to review before taking it online.  

•  �Will my ED’s individual response be shared?  
No. To protect confidentiality, responses are only shared in 
aggregate, or when combined together.

•  �Who created the assessment?  
The assessment was created by the NPRP partners. NPRP is an 
initiative of the Federal Emergency Medical Services for Children 
(EMSC) Program in collaboration with four major partners: 
the American Academy of Pediatrics, the American College 
of Emergency Physicians,  the American College of Surgeons 
Committee on Trauma, and the Emergency Nurses Association.

•  �I recently took the NPRP open assessment. 
Does my ED need to take it again? 
Yes. The 2026 national assessment has been updated to reflect 
the newest evidence in pediatric emergency care. Unlike the 
open assessment period, EDs can only take the assessment once 
during the national period.

LEARN MORE AT
pediatricreadiness.org
OR SCAN QR CODE TO
GO TO THE NPRP SITE.


