
Florida Emergency Medical 
Services for Children Advisory 

Committee Meeting

Center for Advanced Medical Learning and Simulation (CAMLS) Facility Classroom 2C
and Virtual via TEAMS

Wednesday, October 1, 2025
3:35-5:00 pm EST



Welcome
To record attendance, sign in by completing the sign-in sheet. For those joining the 
meeting virtually, place your name and affiliation in the chat. If you are joining for 
the first time, email pedready@jax.ufl.edu with your contact information.

mailto:pedready@jax.ufl.edu


Download Todayôs Meeting Agenda



Our Mission

Partnering with Florida EDs, EMS agencies, disaster 
preparedness organizations, and families in the care of 
ill and injured children to enhance pediatric readiness 

across the continuum of care 



Florida EMSC Advisory Committee



EMSC Advisory Committee: Appointed Positions*

Physician with Pediatric Experience
Tricia Swan, MD, M.ED, FAAP, FACEP
Chair, American College of Emergency Physicians Pediatric Emergency Medicine Section
Associate Medical Director, Advent Health Ocala Pediatric Emergency Department

Nurse with Emergency Pediatric Experience
Nichole Shimko, RN, MSN, CCRN, CPN, C-NPT
aŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ Dƻƭƛǎŀƴƻ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘFlorida Transport Team
Representative, Florida Neonatal and Pediatric Transport Network Association 

Emergency Medical Technician/Paramedic
Barbara Tripp, RN, EMT-P
Fire Chief, City of Tampa Fire Rescue

Emergency Physician
Marshall Frank, DO, MPH, FACEP, FAEMS
Medical Director, Sarasota County Fire Department

Family Advisory Network Representative
Sandra Nasca, RN
Child Advocate
Retired Nurse and Forensic Medical Investigator

*Terms expired



EMSC Advisory Committee: Liaisons

Florida Emergency Nurses Association Representative
Penny Blake, MSN Ed, RN, CEN
bŜƻƴŀǘŀƭ LƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ /ŀǊŜ ¦ƴƛǘκtŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ aŀǊƪŜǘ /ƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊΣ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

Rural Emergency Medical Services
Tracey D. Vause, MPA, CPM, EMT-P
/ƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ²ŀƭǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ
Chair, Emerald Coast Healthcare Coalition

Disaster Preparedness
Julie Downey, EMT-P 
Fire Chief, Davie Fire Rescue (retired)
Chair, EMS Advisory Disaster Response Committee

Emergency Department/Emergency Medical Services Pediatric Emergency Care 
Coordinator
Ernest (Sonny) Weishaupt, EMT-P
EMS Liaison/Pediatric Emergency Care Coordinator, Arnold Palmer Hospital for Children



EMSC Advisory Committee: Liaisons

Emergency Medical Services Pediatric Emergency Care Coordinator
Jeremiah Rabish, PMD
EMS Operations Captain, Sarasota County Fire Department
Pediatric Emergency Care Coordinator, Sarasota County Fire Department

/ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ
Renee Senn
Senior Program Analyst, Interim Unit Director, Child Abuse Death Review Unit 
5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘ

Pediatric Research and Data
Jennifer N. Fishe, MD
Associate Professor and Assistant Dean, Research Affairs 
Associate Medical Director, Pediatric Emergency Medicine
University of Florida College of Medicine-Jacksonville
PECARN WPEMR Node Affiliate Researcher

Florida Trauma Program Manager
Lisa Nichols, MBA, BSN, RN, CCRN-K
tŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ ¢ǊŀǳƳŀ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ ²ƻƭŦǎƻƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ



EMSC Advisory Committee: Liaisons

Mental Health
Lauren Young Work, LCSW
Medical Social Work, MIH Coordinator Palm Beach County Fire Rescue

Rural Hospital/Emergency Department
Dakota Redd
Chief Nursing Officer, Hendry Regional Medical Center 

Florida Family Advisory Network Representatives
Rebecca Brownfield (Region 1)
Billie Jo Burr (Region 3; Northeast Florida)
Krystal McNeil (Region 3; North Central Florida)

Florida Hospital Association
Nicole Pelligrino, MPH, MCHES, Vice President, Policy and Education
John Wilgis, MBA, RRT, Vice President, Member and Business Relations



Florida EMSC Program Staff

Project Director, Florida EMSC State Partnership Program
Medical Director, Florida EMSC
Chair, Florida EMSC Advisory Committee
Phyllis L. Hendry, MD, FAAP, FACEP
Professor, Emergency Medicine and Pediatrics
Associate Chair, Emergency Medicine Research
University of Florida College of Medicine-Jacksonville

Program Manager, Florida EMSC State Partnership Program
Katelyn Dabhi, MS, CHES®
Project Manager II
Department of Emergency Medicine
University of Florida College of Medicine-Jacksonville

Additional Support
Megan Curtis Gonzalez, PhD
Associate Director, Clinical Research
Department of Emergency Medicine
University of Florida College of Medicine-Jacksonville

Amy Kennedy
Administrative Specialist II
Department of Emergency Medicine
University of Florida College of Medicine-Jacksonville

University of North Florida Student Interns



Bureau of Emergency Medical 
Oversight (BEMO) Update



Mobile Integrated Health Programs Map

Å Discover mobile integrated 
health (MIH) program contacts 
across the state

Å Filter by county or program

Å NEMSIS MIH data elements



BEMO Regional Coordinators

Updated August 2025

Å Panhandle: Ambria Irlbeck

Å Central: Brian Bentley

Å Northeast: Sam Thurmond

Å Southwest: Jennifer McManus

Å Southeast: Tom DiBernardo



State EMS Advisory Council Website

ÅMeetings: Stay up to date with 
upcoming meeting information

ÅCouncil: See current council 
members and ex officio

ÅCommittees: Explore committee 
leadership and information

ÅEMS Awards: Learn how to apply 
for an EMS Award

https://flemsac.org/meetings/
https://flemsac.org/meetings/
https://flemsac.org/council/
https://flemsac.org/council/
https://flemsac.org/committees/
https://flemsac.org/committees/
https://flemsac.org/ems-awards/
https://flemsac.org/ems-awards/
https://flemsac.org/meetings/


EMS Annual Survey results



Old Business



Federal EMSC Program Funding



National EMSC  
Funding Update

ÅHouse and Senate agreed to 
fund the EMSC program for 
2026 grant year

ÅNext steps are dependent 
on a Continuing Resolution 
to fund government at 
current level for a period 
until they can agree on a 
budget, or federal 
government shut down will 
occur at midnight on 
October 1st 



FCEP Symposium by the Sea 2025
Pediatric EMS Symposium and ED Workshop



Florida EMSC Highlights from FCEP Symposium By 
The Sea Pediatric EMS Symposium and ED Workshop

ÅDr. Hendry shared insights on Florida 
PEDReady initiatives, resources, and 
pediatric emergency topics

ÅEMSCAC member, Dr. Swan presented 
on neonatal emergencies

ÅSponsored 10 rural scholarships for 
prehospital professionals and other 
conference costs

ÅAll participants received a Florida 
EMSC resource bag filled with 
educational materials and tools to 
assist with pediatric emergency care

https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2025/08/FL-Pediatric-EMS-Symposium_Final_07.31.2025.pdf
https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2025/08/FL-Pediatric-EMS-Symposium_Final_07.31.2025.pdf
https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2025/08/FL-Pediatric-EMS-Symposium_Final_07.31.2025.pdf
https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2025/08/FL-Pediatric-EMS-Symposium_Final_07.31.2025.pdf




Special Service Recognition



Recognizing Sandra Nasca, RN
A lifelong Advocate for Children and Families

Service and Impact
Å Family advocate and nurse with 40+ years of experience in pediatrics, 

emergency care, and children with special healthcare needs
Å EMSC Family Advisory Network (FAN) Representative with nearly 30 

years of experience throughout Alabama and Florida
Å Extensive work as a forensic medical investigator, child death review 

team member, and guardian ad litem

Highlighted Publication
Å Co-author, Evidence-Based Guidelines for 

Prehospital Pain Management
Å Prehosp Emerg Care. 2023;27(2):144-153. 

doi: 10.1080/10903127.2021.2018073

National Leadership
Å Served on numerous committees with the 

EMSC Program, American Academy of 
Pediatrics, Pediatric Pandemic Network, and 
many more

Join us in celebrating Ms. Nasca for her unwavering commitment to children, 
families, and pediatric emergency care!

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10903127.2021.2018073
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10903127.2021.2018073
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10903127.2021.2018073
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10903127.2021.2018073




Prehospital Pediatric Readiness



Florida Prehospital Pediatric 
Readiness Recognition Program 
(PRRP)
Recognizes EMS and fire-rescue agencies who demonstrate a strong commitment 
to enhancing pediatric emergency care, education, and disaster preparedness



Program Criteria

Florida PEDReady Gold Florida PEDReady Silver

ÅPediatric Emergency Care 
Coordinator/Champion 
(PECC)
ÅEquipment and Supplies
ÅDisaster
ÅPolicies, Procedures, and 

Protocols
ÅQuality Improvement
ÅCommunity Outreach
ÅEducation and 

Competencies
ÅInteractions with Systems 

of Care
ÅFamily - Centered Care

ÅPediatric Emergency Care 
Coordinator/Champion 
(PECC)
ÅEquipment and Supplies
ÅDisaster
ÅPolicies, Procedures, and 

Protocols
ÅQuality Improvement
ÅCommunity Outreach
ÅOptional criteria added post 

pilot phase



Pathway to Recognition

Application 
Submitted

Application 
reviewed by 
review team

Applicant submits 
additional information and 
supporting documentation 
requested (as applicable)

Applicant 
feedback 
meeting

Review team 
meeting

Additional information and 
supporting documentation 

reviewed by review team (as 
applicable)

Verification Visit Recognition 
Decision

Pre- application 
consultation (if 

requested)



Tips for a Successful Application

ÅRead the application guide before beginning the application
ÅCompile all information and supporting documentation before 

beginning the application
ÅComplete the application as a TEAM!
ÅAddress all application prompts thoroughly
ÅSubmit all required supporting documentation appropriately
ÅSee program best practices , sample policies , and other resources
ÅOptional: Schedule a pre - consultation meeting with the Florida 

EMSC team. If you need support, the Florida EMSC team can 
provide suggestions and resources to help your agency reach the 
appropriate recognition level.

https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/pediatric-readiness/emergency-medical-service-agencies/florida-prehospital-pediatric-readiness-recognition-program/best-practices/
https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/pediatric-readiness/emergency-medical-service-agencies/florida-prehospital-pediatric-readiness-recognition-program/best-practices/
https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/pediatric-readiness/emergency-medical-service-agencies/florida-prehospital-pediatric-readiness-recognition-program/resources/


Application Guide

ÅDeveloped to assist applicants with 
completing the application
ÅOutlines the program background, 

criteria, supporting documentation 
checklists, application and review 
process, helpful resources, etc. 
ÅApplicants are encouraged to review 

the guide in full prior to beginning the 
application
ÅUpdated version approved by HRSA in 

September 2025



Overview of Application Process

ÅApplicants upload and submit all 
information/supporting documentation within 
the online application (Qualtrics)
ÅApplication documents undergo a confidential 

review by the review team via a virtual meeting 
ÅFlorida EMSC Program Staff meet with the 

applicant to discuss feedback
ÅApplicants can address any deficiencies and 

submit additional information/supporting 
documentation (as applicable)

Application is currently under revision



ÅOnce the EMS agency meets the program 
requirements, a formal virtual or onsite 
verification visit is scheduled
ÅThe Florida EMSC Program Manager, Project 

and Medical Director, and members of the 
review team are encouraged to attend
Å̅ ̙̖ ˶˾̄ ̘̖̟̪̒̔Я̤ ̞̟̤̥̣̥̠̣̒̒̕̚̚˝ ̙̖̗̔̚˝ ̠̣ 

equivalent; medical director; pediatric 
emergency care coordinator(s); and active 
EMS field personnel are asked to attend 

Overview of Verification Process

The verification visit team with personnel representing 

Kissimmee Fire Department and St. Cloud Fire Rescue



ÅA verification visit guide is provided to the EMS 
agency representatives (external) and those 
representing Florida EMSC (internal)
ÅPhotos of pediatric equipment are requested 

and reviewed in advance 
ÅA recognition package is provided to the EMS 

agency representatives. If the visit is held 
virtually, the package is mailed in advance of 
the visit.

Overview of Verification Process 



ÅIntroductions
ÅAgenda and Site Visit Overview
ÅFlorida EMSC Program and Resources 

Overview
ÅEMS Agency Overview
ÅProgram Criteria Discussion
ÅCase Scenarios
ÅPediatric and Neonatal Equipment Review
ÅStrengths, Weaknesses, Challenges, and 

Opportunities Discussion
ÅConclusion and Presentations

Verification Visit Outline

Paramedic participating in Charlotte County Fire & EMS 

verification visit (Photo by Charlotte County Fire & EMS)



Agencies approved for recognition will 
receive a written email, official letter, 
certificate, vehicle decals, and a sample 
media package. Approved agencies will 
be recognized and congratulated at the 
subsequent Florida EMSC Advisory 
Committee and Council meetings. 

The recognition documents will be valid 
for three (3) years from the date of notice 
of recognition.

Recognition Decision

Personnel representing Sarasota County Fire 

Department with their vehicle decals and 

certificate of recognition



Certificates of Recognition

ÅDesigned to proudly display the achievement 
̥̒ ̥̙̖ ˶˾̄ ̘̖̟̪̒̔Я̤ ̤̥̥̠̟̤̒̚
ÅSeveral certificates are provided to 

showcase at various locations



Vehicle Decals

ÅIntended to spread awareness about the 
achievement within the community and 
throughout the state
ÅCan place on fire trucks, ambulances, 

vehicles, etc. (follow agency guidelines)



Media Package

ÅIntended to spread awareness about the 
achievement within the community and 
throughout the state
ÅIncludes Facebook banners, social media 

captions and graphics, and a press release

Press release

Social media graphics



Community Engagement

ÅSpread the word about the achievement 
= enhanced engagement in the 
community and around the state!
ÅEncouraged to tag @Florida EMSC in 

posts on Facebook and Instagram to 
enhance engagement and 
dissemination

EMS agencies highlighting their Florida Prehospital 

PRRP recognition



Featured in the News

ÅFlorida EMSC and the Florida Prehospital PRRP 
were featured in EMS World News on EMS for 
Children Day 2025
Å̅ ̙̖ ̣̥̝̖̒̔̚ ̙̘̙̝̘̙̥̤̚̚ ˿̠̣̥̙ ̠̣̥́ ˷̣̖̚ ̖̤̦̖̃̔Я̤ 

(NPFR) inspiring story about their journey to 
pediatric readiness. NPFR was the 1st EMS 
agency in Florida to be recognized by the 
Florida Prehospital PRRP.
ÅSeveral articles were published in different 

news channels by other recognized EMS 
agencies



Pilot Phase Successfully Concluded

January 2025 ς September 2025

Eight EMS agencies formally recognized:
Å North Port Fire Rescue
Å Walton County Fire Rescue
Å Martin County Fire Rescue
Å Sarasota County Fire Department
Å St. Cloud Fire Rescue
Å Kissimmee Fire Department
Å Escambia County Public Safety Ь EMS
Å Charlotte County Fire & EMS
One additional agency is preparing for its 
verification visit














