
Florida Emergency Medical 
Services for Children Advisory 

Committee Meeting

Virtual via Zoom
Tuesday, March 25, 2025 

2-3:30 pm EST

THIS MEETING IS 
BEING RECORDED



Welcome
To record attendance, please sign in by placing your full name and affiliation in the 
chat. If this is your first Florida EMS for Children Advisory Committee meeting, 
please email pedready@jax.ufl.eduwith your contact information.

mailto:pedready@jax.ufl.edu


Scan the QR Code Below to Download Todayôs 
Meeting Agenda



Our Mission

Partnering with Florida EDs, EMS agencies, disaster 
preparedness organizations, and families in the care of 
ill and injured children to enhance pediatric readiness 

across the continuum of care



Florida EMSC Advisory Committee



Appointed Positions

Thank you to each applicant for taking the time to apply and sharing your background and great work! 

Applications reviewed 
and applicants 

selected for interviews

Interviews completed 
and scoresheets and 

other materials 
submitted to FDOH 

BEMO

Application documents 
under review/approval 

by representatives 
from the FDOH BEMO 

and State Surgeon 
General Office



EMSC Advisory Committee: Appointed Positions*

Physician with Pediatric Experience
Tricia Swan, MD, M.ED, FAAP, FACEP
Chair, American College of Emergency Physicians Pediatric Emergency Medicine Section
Associate Medical Director, Advent Health Ocala Pediatric Emergency Department

Nurse with Emergency Pediatric Experience
Nichole Shimko, RN, MSN, CCRN, CPN, C-NPT
aŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ Dƻƭƛǎŀƴƻ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘFlorida Transport Team
Representative, Florida Neonatal and Pediatric Transport Network Association 

Emergency Medical Technician/Paramedic
Barbara Tripp, RN, EMT-P
Fire Chief, City of Tampa Fire Rescue

Emergency Physician
Marshall Frank, DO, MPH, FACEP, FAEMS
Medical Director, Sarasota County Fire Department

Family Advisory Network Representative
Sandra Nasca, RN
Child Advocate
Retired Nurse and Forensic Medical Investigator

*Terms expired



EMSC Advisory Committee: Liaisons

Florida Emergency Nurses Association Representative
Penny Blake, MSN Ed, RN, CEN
bŜƻƴŀǘŀƭ LƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ /ŀǊŜ ¦ƴƛǘκtŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ aŀǊƪŜǘ /ƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊΣ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

Rural Emergency Medical Services
Tracey D. Vause, MPA, CPM, EMT-P
/ƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ²ŀƭǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ
Chair, Emerald Coast Healthcare Coalition

Disaster Preparedness
Julie Downey, EMT-P 
Fire Chief, Davie Fire Rescue (retired)
Chair, EMS Advisory Disaster Response Committee

Emergency Department/Emergency Medical Services Pediatric Emergency Care 
Coordinator
Ernest (Sonny) Weishaupt, EMT-P
EMS Liaison/Pediatric Emergency Care Coordinator, Arnold Palmer Hospital for Children



EMSC Advisory Committee: Liaisons

Emergency Medical Services Pediatric Emergency Care Coordinator
Jeremiah Rabish, PMD
EMS Operations Captain, Sarasota County Fire Department
Pediatric Emergency Care Coordinator, Sarasota County Fire Department

/ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ
Brenna Radigan
Prevention Specialist, Child Abuse Death Review Unit 
5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘ

Pediatric Research and Data
Jennifer N. Fishe, MD
Associate Professor and Assistant Dean, Research Affairs 
Associate Medical Director, Pediatric Emergency Medicine
University of Florida College of Medicine-Jacksonville
PECARN WPEMR Node Affiliate Researcher

Florida Trauma Program Manager
Lisa Nichols, MBA, BSN, RN, CCRN-K
tŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ ¢ǊŀǳƳŀ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ ²ƻƭŦǎƻƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ



EMSC Advisory Committee: Liaisons

Mental Health
Lauren Young Work, LCSW
Medical Social Work, MIH Coordinator Palm Beach County Fire Rescue

Rural Hospital/Emergency Department
Dakota Redd
Chief Nursing Officer, Hendry Regional Medical Center 

Florida Family Advisory Network Representatives
Rebecca Brownfield (Region 1)
Billie Jo Burr (Region 3; Northeast Florida)
Krystal McNeil (Region 3; North Central Florida)

Florida Hospital Association
Nicole Pelligrino, MPH, MCHES, Vice President, Policy and Education
John Wilgis, MBA, RRT, Vice President, Member and Business Relations



Florida EMSC Program Staff

Project Director, Florida EMSC State Partnership Program
Medical Director, Florida EMSC
Chair, Florida EMSC Advisory Committee
Phyllis L. Hendry, MD, FAAP, FACEP
Professor, Emergency Medicine and Pediatrics
Associate Chair, Emergency Medicine Research
University of Florida College of Medicine-Jacksonville

Program Manager, Florida EMSC State Partnership Program
Katelyn Dabhi, MS, CHES®
Project Manager II
Department of Emergency Medicine
University of Florida College of Medicine-Jacksonville

Additional Support
Megan Curtis Gonzalez, PhD
Associate Director, Clinical Research
Department of Emergency Medicine
University of Florida College of Medicine-Jacksonville

Morgan Henson Campobasso, MPH, CPH, CCRP
Assistant Director, Clinical Research
Department of Emergency Medicine
University of Florida College of Medicine-Jacksonville

Amy Kennedy
Administrative Specialist II
Department of Emergency Medicine
University of Florida College of Medicine-Jacksonville

University of North Florida Student Interns



The University of Florida 2025 Superior Accomplishment 
Awards program recognizes faculty and staff who have 
contributed outstanding service, efficiency and/or economy in 
their work, or created an impact on quality of life provided to 
students and employees. Winners were nominated by 
supervisors, peers, or customers, with outstanding letters of 
support submitted on their behalf.

DIVISION 5 - UF HEALTH COLLEGES & 
ACADEMIC/RESEARCH UNITS
Individual Employee Performance

Katelyn Dabhi, College of Medicine ςJacksonville



Bureau of Emergency Medical 
Oversight (BEMO)



BEMO Updates

ÅTy Carhart, Florida Department of Health Interim EMS Section 
Administrator

ÅVirtual options at future meetings



BEMO Regional 
Coordinator Map 
Updated

ÅTransitioned away from using the RDSTF 
regions internally and have instead 
renamed them based on geographic areas

ÅPrimary purpose of the map is to identify 
the designated Regional EMS Coordinator 
for each county

ÅCoordinator is assigned to specific 
counties, however operate under 
ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ άƻƴŜ ǘŜŀƳΣ ƻƴŜ ǎǘŀǘŜέ

Å Indian River, Okeechobee, St. Lucie, and 
Martin counties have now been included 
in the Southeast EMS Region (formerly 
Region 7)

https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2025/02/BEMO-Regional-Coordinators_v2.pdf


2025 EMS Award Nominations Open

ÅAward categories and criteria 

ÅNomination form

ÅSubmission deadline: June 30, 2025

ÅFor questions, email 
EMS@FLhealth.gov

ÅWe need a pediatric award J

https://www.floridahealth.gov/licensing-and-regulation/ems-system/_documents/2025-state-ems-award-categories.pdf
https://tinyurl.com/2025StateEMSAwardsNominations
mailto:EMS@FLhealth.gov


EMS Advisory Council Website

ÅMeetings

ÅCouncil

ÅCommittees 

ÅEMS Awards

https://flemsac.org/meetings/
https://flemsac.org/council/
https://flemsac.org/committees/
https://flemsac.org/ems-awards/


PIER Committee Adults and Pediatric Launch 
Hands-Only CPR Video Competition 

ÅOpen to EMS and fire-rescue agencies, 
hospitals, and public safety educators in 
Florida

ÅIntended to raise public awareness about the 
life-saving importance of bystander pediatric 
and adult hands-only CPR

ÅSubmissions will be evaluated based on 
creativity, accuracy, and effectiveness in 
educating the public about hands-only CPR. 
The state EMS Advisory Council will vote on 
the final winners. The winners will be 
announced at the 2025 Fall EMS Awards 
Ceremony. 

ÅReview the competition rulesand complete 
the photo release form

ÅSubmission deadline: August 1, 2025

https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2025/01/PIER-Hands-Only-Video-Contest-Rules.pdf
https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2025/01/ems-photo-release-form-english.pdf


Old Business



Florida Childrenôs Hospitals and Contacts

ÅbŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƎǊƻǳǇ

ÅOutreach and education

ÅEngagement varies by geographical location



Florida Childrenôs Hospitals and Contacts

Need EMS Liaisons

Children's Hospital City Contact Name Role

Golisano Children's Hospital --
Lee Health

Fort Myers

FL EMSC Committee/Liaison/Other 
Contact

Niki Shimko, RN, MSN, CCRN, CPN, 
C-NPT

Transport Supervisor

Nurse PECC

Physician PECC

Trauma PM, Outreach Coordinator, 
etc. 

Salah Foundation Children's 
Hospital -- Broward Health 

System
Ft. Lauderdale

FL EMSC Committee/Liaison/Other 
Contact

Nurse PECC

Physician PECC

Trauma PM, Outreach Coordinator, 
etc. 

UF Shands Children's Hospital -
- UF Health 

Gainesville

FL EMSC Committee/Liaison/Other 
Contact Jordyn Zyngier, BS, EMT-B, CPST

Pediatric Trauma Injury Prevention and 
Outreach Coordinator

Nurse PECC

Physician PECC

Trauma PM, Outreach Coordinator, 
etc. 

Amy Berger, BSN, RN, CPE.N Pediatric Trauma Manager

Jordyn Zyngier, BS, EMT-B, CPST
Pediatric Trauma Injury Prevention and 
Outreach Coordinator



Florida Childrenôs Hospitals and Contacts

Need EMS Liaisons

Children's Hospital City Contact Name Role

Joe DiMaggio Children's 
Hospital -- Memorial Health 

Care System
Hollywood

FL EMSC Committee/Liaison/Other 
Contact

Nurse PECC
Maricar Cabral, RN, CCRN, CPEN
Lussette Dantinor, BSN

Physician PECC
Dr. Heidi Cohen
Dr. Jheanelle McKay
Dr. David Hooke

Trauma PM, Outreach Coordinator, 
etc. 

Laurel Sinclair Pediatric Trauma Program Manager

Wolfson Children's -- Baptist 
Health System

Jacksonville

FL EMSC Committee/Liaison/Other 
Contact

Lisa Nichols, MBA, BSN, RN, CCRN-K Pediatric Trauma Program Manager

Nurse PECC Marianne Griffis ED RN

Physician PECC
Trauma PM, Outreach Coordinator, 

etc. 
Lisa Nichols, MBA, BSN, RN, CCRN-K Pediatric Trauma Program Manager

Holtz Children's Hospital --
Jackson Memorial Health Care 

System
Miami

FL EMSC Committee/Liaison/Other 
Contact

Sara Cortes, MD, FAAP
Director of Medical Education Division of 
Pediatric Emergency Medicine 

Nurse PECC
Physician PECC Valerie Thompson, MD Director, Pediatric Emergency Services

Trauma PM, Outreach Coordinator, 
etc. 



Florida Childrenôs Hospitals and Contacts

Need EMS Liaisons

Children's Hospital City Contact Name Role

Nicklaus Children's Miami

FL EMSC Committee/Liaison/Other 
Contact

Sara Gonsalves, MSN, RN, NR-P, 
CFRN, CEN, CPEN, CNPT

Clinical Educator --Lifeflight

Nurse PECC

Physician PECC

Trauma PM, Outreach Coordinator, 
etc. 

Adventhealth for Children --
Adventist Health System

Orlando

FL EMSC Committee/Liaison/Other 
Contact

Robin Ritola, BSN, RN, CPEN, 
CHEP

Director  Clinical Outcomes and Nursing 
Operations

Nurse PECC Laura Boghos, BSN, RN, C-NPT Senior Nurse Manager

Physician PECC Dr. Jillian Hundley Physcian Children's Emergnecy 

Trauma PM, Outreach Coordinator, 
etc. 

Arnold Palmer Hospital for 
Children --Orlando Health 

Orlando

FL EMSC Committee/Liaison/Other 
Contact

Ernest (Sonny) Weishaupt, 
EMT-P

EMS Liaison & Pediatric Readiness Coordinator

Nurse PECC Madison Eberhardt Pediatric Readiness Nurse Coordinator

Physician PECC

Trauma PM, Outreach Coordinator, 
etc. 

Julie Frey BSN, RN, CPEN Pediatric Trauma Program Manager 



Florida Childrenôs Hospitals and Contacts

Need EMS Liaisons

Children's Hospital City Contact Name Role

Nemours Children's Hospital --
Nemours Foundation 

Orlando

FL EMSC 
Committee/Liaison/Other Contact

Shiva Kalidindi,  MD, MPH, MS, 
FAAP, FACEP

Professor of Pediatrics, Associate Chief of 
Emergency Medicine and Urgent Care

Nurse PECC

Physician PECC

Trauma PM, Outreach 
Coordinator, etc. 

Palm Beach Children's Hospital 
at St. Mary's Medical Center --

Tenet Health
Palm Beach

FL EMSC 
Committee/Liaison/Other Contact

Penelope Blake, MSN Ed, RN,  
CEN

Clinical Educator NICU/Pediatrics 

Nurse PECC Tori Wilson Pediatric ER Clinical Practice Specialist

Physician PECC

Trauma PM, Outreach 
Coordinator, etc. 

Studer Family Children's 
Hostpial -- Ascension Sacred 

Heart
Pensacola

FL EMSC 
Committee/Liaison/Other Contact

Beth Hirst, RN, MSN, NEA-BC Pediatric Nursing Director

Nurse PECC Amanda Hammon, MSN, RNPatient Care Manager

Physician PECC Jeffrey Beard, MD Pediatric ED Medical Director, Medical Director

Trauma PM, Outreach 
Coordinator, etc. 



Florida Childrenôs Hospitals and Contacts

Need EMS Liaisons

Children's Hospital City Contact Name Role

Johns Hopkins All Children's 
Hospital

St. Petersburg

FL EMSC Committee/Liaison/Other 
Contact

Sara Webb, MSN, C-PNP, C-FNP, C-NPT, EMT-P Educator

Julie Bacon, MSN-HCSM, NPD-BC, NE-BC, CPN, 
CPEN, C-NPT

Program Manager and Chief Flight 
Nurse

Nurse PECC

Physician PECC

Trauma PM, Outreach Coordinator, 
etc. 

Karen Macauley Director, Pediatric Trauma Program

Muma Children's Hospital --
Tampa General Hospital

Tampa

FL EMSC Committee/Liaison/Other 
Contact

Nurse PECC

Physician PECC

Trauma PM, Outreach Coordinator, 
etc. 

Anne Blevins, MSN, MBAHM, RN, CEN, CPSTI
Pediatric Trauma Program 
Coordinator

St. Joseph's Children's 
Hospital -- Bay Care Health 

System
Tampa

FL EMSC Committee/Liaison/Other 
Contact

Nurse PECC

Physician PECC

Trauma PM, Outreach Coordinator, 
etc. 

Lisa DiNova, MSN, RN, CEN, TCRN Trauma Program Manager



Rural PEDReady ED Grant Proposal Update

ÅPublic grant meeting held on February 12, 2025, score 95/100

ÅOral presentation to be held on April 22, 2025

ÅAnticipate a final decision around late April-May 2025 



Documentation of Child Death and 
Resuscitation Education

ÅDocumentation essential for 
Medical Examiners, law 
enforcement, state attorneys, 
DCF, CPT, CADRs, etc.

ÅScene investigation

ÅDebriefing

ÅSupporting families

ÅPrevention



National EMSC Performance Measures

ÅEmergency Departments 

Å1) Expand the uptake of pediatric readiness in EDs by establishing a voluntary state hospital ED 
pediatric readiness recognition program, 2) designating pediatric emergency care 
coordinators/champions (PECCs), 3) ensuring hospital EDs weigh and record children in kilograms, 
and 4) ensuring that disaster plans address the needs of children

ÅEmergency Medical Services 

Å1) Improve pediatric readiness in EMS systems by establishing a voluntary state prehospital pediatric 
readiness recognition program, 2) designating PECCs, 3) increasing the number of agencies that have 
a process for pediatric skills-check on the use of pediatric equipment, and 4) ensuring that disaster 
plans address the needs of children

ÅFamily Representation and Advocacy

Å1) Prioritize and advance family partnership and leadership in efforts to improve EMSC systems of 
care



National Pediatric Readiness Recognition Programs 
Collaborative

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/sq9jomwnlcykizkwk85v3/PRRP-Implementation-Suggestions.pdf?rlkey=mi2y11d5hr8ns3jcf0c0id8t3&st=h5x26mgj&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/pecwskg7mihk9rfyxctgi/PRRP-Criteria-Considerations.pdf?rlkey=nvizjxcvmw2d4w7e92th9ocq5&st=jmz40n7m&dl=0




Prehospital Pediatric Readiness



Florida Prehospital Pediatric 
Readiness Recognition Program 
(PRRP)
Recognizes EMS and fire-rescue agencies who demonstrate a strong commitment 
to enhancing pediatric emergency care, education, and disaster preparedness



https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2025/01/Florida-Prehospital-PRRP-Informational-Handout_01.06.2025_V1-2.pdf
https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2025/01/Florida-Prehospital-PRRP-Informational-Handout_01.06.2025_V1-2.pdf


Program 
Webpage

ÅAbout

ÅSteps to Apply

ÅResources

ÅRepository of agency 
best practice files coming 
soon!

https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/pediatric-readiness/emergency-medical-service-agencies/florida-prehospital-pediatric-readiness-recognition-program-coming-soon/


Program Criteria

ÅFlorida PEDReady Silver vs. 
Florida PEDReady Gold 
criteria side-by-side 
comparison

ÅInterested applicants are 
encouraged to review the 
application guide for more 
information

https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2024/12/Program-Criteria_11.20.2024.pdf


Steps to Apply



1. Review the 
Application Guide

ÅDeveloped to assist with the 
application process

ÅOutlines the information and 
supporting documentation 
requested in the application

ÅInterested applicants are 
encouraged to review the 
application guide in full prior 
to beginning the application

https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2025/01/Florida-Prehospital-Pediatric-Readiness-Recognition-Program-Guide_01.06.2025.pdf


2. Complete the 
Application

Å Available online in Qualtrics here

Å Use the same URL, browser, and computer

Å Applicants will have the opportunity to 
provide and submit all requested 
information and supporting 
documentation*

Å Once submitted, application documents 
will undergo a confidential review 

Å If applicants would like assistance 
throughout the application process, 
contact the Florida EMSC State Partnership 
Program Staff via email at 
pedready@jax.ufl.eduor call 904-244-4986

*Please label each attachment with the name of the attachment and agency's name

https://ufl.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0k4gPEG98LZnC0C
https://ufl.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0k4gPEG98LZnC0C
mailto:pedready@jax.ufl.edu


3. Participate in a Site Visit

ÅIf the application meets the 
criteria for the tier the applicant 
applied to, then a virtual or onsite 
verification visit will be scheduled

ÅProgram may offer a post-review 
meeting to explain additional 
information requested

ÅApplicants should expect a 
decision and recognition 
documents within 30 days of the 
verification visit



4. Receive Recognition Status

ÅRecognition: Agencies approved for recognition will receive a written 
email, official letter, certificate, vehicle decals, and a sample media 
package. Approved agencies will be recognized and congratulated at 
the subsequent Florida EMSC Advisory Committee and council 
meetings. The recognition documents will be valid for three (3) years 
from the date of notice of recognition.

ÅDenial: If the application is incomplete or the final information 
provided does not meet the criteria for the tier the applicant applied 
to, the applicant will receive an email notification and official letter 
including the reason(s) for denial. The applicant will be allowed to 
work on application deficiencies and resubmit.



Pilot Phase

ÅStart date : January 6, 2025

ÅEnd date: TBD (pending 10 recognized sites)

Å3 sites have been officially recognized

Å14 sites are in various phases of the application process







Community 
Engagement

ÅSpread the word about 
your achievement = 
enhanced engagement in 
your community and 
around the state!

ÅTag @Florida EMSC in your 
pediatric-related posts on 
Facebook and Instagram







Current Participating Sites*

Agency Name Status
1. St. Cloud Fire Rescue Applicant feedback meeting scheduled
2. Kissimmee Fire Department Applicant feedback meeting to be scheduled
3. Lifeguard Ambulance Service Application in progress
4. Citrus County Fire Rescue Application in progress
5. City of Hollywood Fire Rescue and Beach Safety Application in progress
6. Pinellas County Safety and Emergency Services Application in progress
7. City of Key West Fire Department Application in progress
8. Wakulla County Fire Rescue Application in progress
9. Sarasota County Fire Department Application in progress
10. HCA Florida Brandon Hospital EMS Application in progress
11. Palm Beach County Fire Rescue Application in progress
12. Jackson County Fire Rescue Expressed interest in participating
13. Columbia County EMS Expressed interest in participating
14. Volusia County EMS Expressed interest in participating

*As of March 20, 2025



Program Material Updates

ÅDeveloped an application review form to 
streamline the application review process

ÅDeveloped a verification visit guide for 
internal and external use
ÅCase scenarios, SWOT analysis, feedback

ÅInternal form customized with notes related to 
each agency

ÅFinalized sample media package and vehicle 
decals for recognized sites



Vehicle Decals



Lessons Learned

Successes

ÅLarge interest from EMS and fire-
rescue agencies; interfacility 
transport agencies also expressing 
interest

ÅCollaboration

ÅImprovement in pediatric 
readiness in agency protocols, etc.

ÅCommunity engagement

Challenges

ÅVague answers to application 
prompts 

ÅLack of supporting 
documentation (e.g., MCI, After 
action reports, training logs)

ÅTechnology issues with survey

ÅAdministrative burden



Program Adaptations

ÅDeveloped One Drive to house folders, original and supplemental 
files, verification visit files, etc.

ÅAdded additional detail to application questions and examples of 
supporting documents

ÅwŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άƛŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜέ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
required

ÅUsing a consistent review team for the first 10 applications reviewed
ÅThanks to Chief Julie Downey (retired), Lauren Young Work, Dr. Marshall 

Frank, Chief Tracey Vause, and Jennifer McManus



Next Steps

ÅThe team will host workshops to assist applicants with the application 
process ςpossibly in May or June 2025 (FTFC & GOE)

ÅOnce the pilot phase ends, the team will review and edit all 
recognition program materials (webpage, application, application 
guide, review forms, verification visit guide, etc.)

ÅThe recognition program will then reopen to all EMS and fire-rescue 
agencies in Florida 



National Prehospital Pediatric 
Readiness Project (PPRP)
For EMS agencies



National Prehospital Pediatric Readiness 
Project Assessment

Å To ensure all 911-responding EMS agencies 
and fire-rescue services have essential 
resources in place to provide high-quality 
emergency care for children

Å Led by the National EMSC Program and 
more than 30 national organizations and 
stakeholders

Å First assessment released in 2024. Florida's 
response rate was 62% compared to a 
national response rate of 46%.

Å Will be available to take in the future for 
agencies wishing to evaluate their 
readiness and for quality improvement 
purposes. In the meantime, you can print a 
copy of the assessment (English 
versionor Spanish version) and review it 
with your agency administrator and/or 
PECC.

https://emspedsready.org/docs/2024%20PPRP%20Assessment%20English.pdf
https://emspedsready.org/docs/2024%20PPRP%20Assessment%20Spanish.pdf


Assessment 
Updates

Å State results expected to be 
released early 2025. Delay due to 
results being analyzed and shared 
by licensure level (BLS, ILS, ALS) to 
normalize BLS scores and account 
for questions that may not have 
been applicable to BLS agencies.

Å National results expected to be 
published by early 2026

Å Assessment will be available in 
the future to take at anytime for 
quality improvement purposes. 
Next national assessment 
expected in 2029.

https://emspedsready.org/


PPRP Checklist



PPRP Toolkit

https://emscimprovement.center/domains/prehospital-care/prehospital-pediatric-readiness/pprp-toolkit/


Prehospital Pediatric Emergency Care 
Coordinators/Champions (PECCs)



What is a Prehospital PECC??????

ÅAn agency-designated liaison who 
champions pediatric emergency 
care in the prehospital setting

ÅCan be an EMS chief, training 
officer, EMT, paramedic, or medical 
director

ÅSee the prehospital PECC flyerfor a 
list of the ideal responsibilities of a 
prehospital PECC

ÅLearn more about the prehospital 
PECC role, including resources here

https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2023/12/Florida-EMSC-Prehospital-PECC-Flyer_12.7.2023.pdf
https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/pediatric-readiness/emergency-medical-service-agencies/pediatric-emergency-care-coordinator/
https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2023/12/Florida-EMSC-Prehospital-PECC-Flyer_12.7.2023.pdf


Challenge Coin

ÅIntended to enhance 
engagement and the number of 
prehospital PECCs 
ÅIf you are a prehospital PECC and 

did not receive your challenge 
coin, please email 
pedready@jax.ufl.edu
ÅCan also request for you chief or 

medical director

ÅShare photos with us when you 
receive your coin for social 
media, e-news, presentations, 
etc.

mailto:pedready@jax.ufl.edu


Send in your pictures to pedready@jax.ufl.edu! 

mailto:pedready@jax.ufl.edu


https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2024/11/Florida-EMSC-Challenge-Coin-and-Lapel-Pin-Flyer_11.07.2024.pdf


PECC Mentorship Program and Case Scenario 
Reviews Coming Soon



Emergency Department Pediatric 
Readiness



Florida EDs and 
Trauma Centers

Å3rd most populous U.S. state

Åоро 95ǎ όннр LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ 95ΩǎΣ мну 
Stand Alone EDs)

Å337 licensed EMS agencies(291 
ALS, 8 BLS, 38 AIR)

Åмс ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ

Å36 trauma centers, 11 state 
designated trauma centers are 
Level I, 3 Pediatric, 1 Level 
II/Pediatric, 21 Level II

Å4 burn centers with pediatric 
capability

Percent of Population Under 18 Years of Age in Relation to Trauma Centers and EDs (2024)

https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2024/10/TC_ED_Age-U18_10.16.24.pdf
https://www.floridahealth.gov/licensing-and-regulation/ems-service-provider-regulation-and-compliance/ems-providers.html


NPRP Assessment
ÅIntended to evaluate overall pediatric 

readiness in EDs

ÅCan be taken at any time for quality 
improvement purposes
Å2021 version had 81 Questions
ÅDownload the PDF, review, then complete 

online
ÅPhysician and nursing questions
ÅImmediate GAP Report Summary after 

completion

ÅTaken nationally every 5 years
Å2013, 2021
ÅNext assessment expected in 2026
ÅRequired for ACS verification

ÅUpdated policy statement in progress

ÅAdditional information about the NPRP

https://emscimprovement.center/domains/pediatric-readiness-project/assessment/
https://www.pedsready.org/




Saving lives through Pediatric Readiness

New research has found that universal 
Pediatric Readiness (>87/100 on a 
readiness assessment) in EDs would:

ÅSave 2,143childrenôslives per year 
nationwide

ÅCost between $0 and $12 per child resident 
(depending on state)



Potential lives saved by state 
(per 1 million children)
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Potential cost per child resident
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The Impact of 
Pediatric Readiness 
Nationally

Å76% lower mortality risk in 
children

ÅнΣ мпо ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǎŀǾŜŘ 
across the U.S. each year

Å3-fold reduction in racial 
and ethnic disparities in 
mortality


