
Florida Emergency Medical 
Services for Children Advisory 

Committee Meeting
Orange County Convention Center in Orlando, Florida

Room W315B or Virtual via TEAMS
Thursday, January 11, 2024

1:30-3:30 pm EST



Our Mission

Partnering with Florida EDs, EMS agencies, disaster 
preparedness organizations, and families in the care of 
ill and injured children to enhance pediatric readiness 

across the continuum of care



Welcome and Introductions
Please sign in by completing the sign-in sheet or emailing 
pedready@jax.ufl.eduwith your contact information

mailto:pedready@jax.ufl.edu


Download the EMSCAC Meeting Agenda



Florida EMS for Children Advisory 
Committee



Appointed Positions

Physician with Pediatric Experience
Tricia Swan, MD, M.ED, FAAP, FACEP
Chair, ACEP Pediatric EM Section
Associate Medical Director Pediatric Emergency 
Department, Advent Health Ocala

Nurse with Emergency Pediatric Experience
Nichole Shimko, RN, MSN, CCRN, CPN, C-NPT
aŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ¢ŜŀƳΣ Dƻƭƛǎŀƴƻ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Hospital of Southwest Florida                                                                                                
Representative, Florida Neonatal and Pediatric 
Transport Network Association (FNPTNA)

Emergency Medical Technician/Paramedic
Barbara Tripp, RN, EMT-P
Fire Chief, City of Tampa Fire Rescue

Emergency Physician
Marshall Frank, DO, MPH, FACEP, FAEMS
Medical Director, Sarasota County Fire 
Department

Family Advisory Network Representative
Sandra Nasca, RN
Retired Nurse and Forensic Medical Investigator, 
Child Advocate



Terms Ending Soon

ÅAppointed positions include
ÅEmergency Medical Technician/Paramedic

ÅEmergency Physician

ÅFamily Advisory Network Representative

ÅNurse with Emergency Pediatric Experience

ÅPhysician with Pediatric Experience

ÅEnd date: July-August 2024



Liaisons

Florida Emergency Nurses Association 
Representative
Michael Rushing, MSN, APRN, NRP, FNP-BC, CEN, 
CPEN, CFRN, TCRN, CCRN-CMC

Emergency Department/Emergency Medical 
Services Pediatric Emergency Care Coordinator
Ernest (Sonny) Weishaupt, EMT-P
EMS Liaison/PECC, Arnold Palmer Hospital for 
Children

Rural Emergency Medical Services
Tracey D. Vause, MPA, CPM, EMT-P
Chief of Emergency Services, Walton County 
{ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ
Chair, Emerald Coast Healthcare Coalition

Emergency Medical Services Pediatric 
Emergency Care Coordinator
Jeremiah Rabish, PMD
EMS Operations Captain, Sarasota County Fire 
Department, SCFD PECC

Rural Emergency Medical Services Pediatric 
Emergency Care Coordinator
Marvin Walters, PMD
EMS Chief, Wakulla County Fire Rescue 

Disaster Preparedness
Julie Downey, EMT-P
Fire Chief, Davie Fire Rescue
Chair, EMS Advisory Disaster Response 
Committee



Pediatric intensivist, pediatric trauma surgeon?

Liaisons Continued

/ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ
Brenna Radigan
Prevention Specialist, Child Abuse Death Review 
Unit
5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ C5hI

Pediatric Research and Data
Jennifer N. Fishe, MD
Associate Professor, University of Florida COM-J
Director UF Center for Data Solutions
PECARN WPEMR Node Affiliate Researcher

Florida Trauma Program Manager
Lisa Nichols, MBA, BSN, RN, CCRN-K
Pediatric Trauma Program Manager, Wolfson 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ

Mental Health
Lauren Young Work, LCSW
Medical Social Work, MIH Coordinator Palm 
Beach County Fire Rescue



Florida EMS for Children Program Staff

Emergency Medical Services for Children State 
Partnership Project Director (UF) 
Florida EMSC Medical Director
Chair, Florida EMSC Advisory Committee
Phyllis L. Hendry, MD, FAAP, FACEP
Professor of Emergency Medicine and Pediatrics
Associate Chair for EM Research
University of Florida COM-Jacksonville

Florida Emergency Medical Services for 
Children/PEDReady Program Manager
Katelyn Perl, MS, CHES®

Project Manager I
Department of Emergency Medicine
University of Florida COM-Jacksonville

Megan Curtis Gonzalez, PhD
Associate Director of Clinical Research
Department of Emergency Medicine
University of Florida COM-Jacksonville

Morgan Henson Campobasso, MPH, CPH, CCRP
Assistant Director of Clinical Research
Department of Emergency Medicine
University of Florida COM-Jacksonville

Amy Kennedy
Executive Assistant
Department of Emergency Medicine
University of Florida COM-Jacksonville



Recognition of EMSC Advisory Committee 
Disaster Liaison: Chief Julie Downey

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M8VLCbOFM5k



Bureau of Emergency Medical Oversight 
(BEMO) Updates

ÅNew regional coordinators (see updated map on next slide)

ÅTeresa Mathew, MA, MSW, MPA
ÅNew Strategic Planning and Grants Manager (BEMO)

ÅOther 



Updated 
Regional 
Coordinator 
Map



Florida EMS for Children State 
Partnership Program



Working Towards National Performance 
Measures
ÅEmergency Departments 

Å1) Expand the uptake of pediatric readiness in EDs by establishing a voluntary state hospital ED 
pediatric readiness recognition program, 2) designating pediatric emergency care 
coordinators/champions (PECCs), 3) ensuring hospital EDs weigh and record children in kilograms, 
and 4) ensuring that disaster plans address the needs of children

ÅEmergency Medical Services 

Å1) Improve pediatric readiness in EMS systems by establishing a voluntary state prehospital pediatric 
readiness recognition program, 2) designating PECCs, 3) increasing the number of agencies that have 
a process for pediatric skills-check on the use of pediatric equipment, and 4) ensuring that disaster 
plans address the needs of children

ÅFamily Representation and Advocacy

Å1) Prioritize and advance family partnership and leadership in efforts to improve EMSC systems of 
care



Howeverééé

ÅSome of our greatest successes 
support pediatric readiness but 
are not a performance measure

ÅNeed to continue to hear your 
input and ideas about what is 
needed

ÅBalance with federal funding, 
performance measures, surveys, 
etc. 



One Page Overview



Resources Flyer

Updated November 2023 with 
revised communication cards



Modified JumpSTART and START Badge 
Buddies



Pediatrics Emergency ABCôs and More Poster 

ÅPossible next steps
ÅBadge buddy

ÅCard



Pediatric Pain and Fever Dosing Guide 

ÅLiquid only and based on weight

ÅRevised November 2023
ÅIncreased font size 

ÅLƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƳŀƎƴŜǘ ǎƛȊŜ ǘƻ рέ Ȅ тέ

ÅAdded QR code to download guide 
on mobile device 

ÅAdded link and QR code to Florida 
EMSC website 

ÅAvailable for download here

https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2023/11/Florida-EMSC-for-website-download.pdf


New Communication 
Cards Flyer

ÅRevised Communication Cards
ÅSpanish and English

ÅHaitian Creole and English

https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2023/11/Spanish-Communication-Cards_11.28.2023.pdf
https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2023/11/Haitian-Creole-Communication-Cards_11.28.2023.pdf


Possible Project: Training Video for 
Communication Cards

ÅCreate a ~ 10-15 minute video about how to use communication 
cards

ÅCan include a testimony from a parent and an EMS or ED professional 

ÅPurpose: To teach professionals and families how to use 
communication cards and illustrate the impact

ÅTarget population: EMS and ED professionals and families

ÅWould anyone be interested in leading this project?

ÅNational interest in the cards



EMS Resource Bags

ÅContent estimated at a $75-100 value
ÅCommunication cards
ÅModified JumpSTARTand START badge buddy
ÅPALS pocket card
ÅHandtevy badge buddy
ÅDifficult Airway Course pocket card (adult and 

pediatric)
ÅPediatric ECG card
ÅPain management resources
ÅDistraction tools & much more!

ÅWill be disseminated to EMS agencies that 
complete the National Prehospital Pediatric 
Readiness Project (PPRP) Assessment expected 
to launch in May 2024



FL EMSC Website

ÅIncludes the following sections
ÅAbout (funding statement/disclaimer, performance measures, partners)

ÅResources(data and maps, educational materials, events, E-newsletter, 
pediatric emergency topics, podcasts and apps)

ÅEMSC Advisory Committee (meeting information, members, state plan)

ÅPediatric Readiness for EDs and EMS Agencies (PECCs, National and 
Prehospital Pediatric Readiness Projects, state and national survey results)

ÅDisaster Preparedness (resources)

ÅPatient and Families (Family Advisory Network, resources)

ÅLet us knowǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎΗ

mailto:pedready@jax.ufl.edu


Social Media

@floridaemsforchildren

Facebook

@flemsforchildren

Instagram

Tag us in your pediatric related posts!

https://www.facebook.com/floridaemsforchildren/
https://www.instagram.com/flemsforchildren/


The PE2ARL Quarterly 
E-newsletter

ÅWinter Issue 2023just launched 
last month! 

ÅTo receive future issues, email 
pedready@jax.ufl.edu

ÅPECC of the quarter

https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2023/12/Winter-Issue_PE%5E2ARL-E-newsletter_12.14.2023.pdf
mailto:pedready@jax.ufl.edu


Florida EMSC Photo and Video Repository

ÅPlease send in your photos 
and/or videos to 
pedready@jax.ufl.edu!

ÅFuture EMSC calendar contest

Example photo from Key West 
Fire Department

mailto:pedready@jax.ufl.edu


New DCF Mandated Reporter Portal 

DCF has created a new portal for mandated reporters to report concerns related to abuse, exploitation, neglect, and self-
neglect involving minors (and vulnerable adults). You have the option of becoming a registered user on the DCF portal. 

Benefits of registering: 

ÅRegistered users are able to view the status (accepted or not accepted) of all DCF reports you submit. 

ÅRegistered users have access to their report submission history for documentation of having reported, if ever needed. 

ÅYou do not have to be a registered user to report to DCF, you may do so as a guest user.

ÅYou may still report anonymously, even when logged in a registered user (it is recommended that mandated reporters not 
report anonymously to ensure documentation of having met your mandate to report).

ÅThe Abuse Hotline is still available at 1-800-962-2873.

To create your own DCF mandated reporter register user account, and/or to submit DCF reports as a registered user or guest 
user, use this link:  https://reportabuse.myflfamilies.com/s/

For questions, contact your local DCF administrators. 

https://reportabuse.myflfamilies.com/s/


Old Business



2023 All-Grantee Meeting Information 
Disseminated

ÅAccess presentation slides in 
chronological orderor by topic

ÅCheck out posters and 
presentation recordings

https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2femscimprovement.center%2fprograms%2fall%2dgrantee%2dmeeting%2f2023%2fchronological%2f&umid=647afc7d-4fd1-4590-b260-cbac89a21014&auth=ccb37e6bbfb9a918a4262975fd91c8ffa2024207-0c151a5585398afffd535204704e46c01b7e7510
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2femscimprovement.center%2fprograms%2fall%2dgrantee%2dmeeting%2f2023%2fby%2dtopic%2f&umid=647afc7d-4fd1-4590-b260-cbac89a21014&auth=ccb37e6bbfb9a918a4262975fd91c8ffa2024207-40ffa0f750934bcd1d40038717253231ef7c35c2
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2femscimprovement.center%2fprograms%2fall%2dgrantee%2dmeeting%2f2023%2fposters%2f&umid=647afc7d-4fd1-4590-b260-cbac89a21014&auth=ccb37e6bbfb9a918a4262975fd91c8ffa2024207-c2b437d94fa62bbd026f8a5d4ff5374f1bff0bfe


Fall Out From October 1st Wall Street Journal

Find Hospitals Deemed Ready to Treat 
Children in Your Area - WSJ

Children Are Dying in Ill-Prepared 
Emergency Rooms Across America - WSJ

https://www.wsj.com/health/healthcare/emergency-rooms-hospitals-kids-1c41a8a8?mod=RSSMSN
https://www.wsj.com/health/healthcare/hospitals-emergency-rooms-cost-childrens-lives-d6c9fc23?mod=RSSMSN


October 1st Wall Street Journal Story: 
Response from EIIC and EDC

άWe appreciate the opportunity to bring attention to gaps in pediatric emergency care. At 
the same time, we are disappointed that it ignores the significant progress made in recent 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ōȅ ōƻǘƘ ƻǳǊ {ǘŀǘŜ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 95ǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
challenges of COVID-19 ςas outlined in our July research paper about the results of the 
2021 NPRP assessment. The WSJ article also misses important nuances surrounding 
recognition programs, which are an effective but singular and evolving strategy to improve 
readiness. We are currently reaching out to the reporter to request clarification and/or 
correction on key items. Additionally, we are developing recognition program messaging, 
which we will share shortly. While we wish the story was more balanced, we anticipate it 
may drive greater interest in state pediatric readiness recognition programs. Most 
importantly, we are optimistic it may ultimately catalyze efforts toward our vision of high-
ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŜǉǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΦέ 





SGEM #425: Pediatric Readiness of Emergency 
Departments The Skeptics Guide to Emergency Medicine

ÅGuest Authors:  Dr. Kate Remick, Dr. Hilary Hewes, Dr. Marianne Gausche-Hill 

ÅBackground: In August of 2022, we announced the start of #SGEMPeds for SGEM Season 11. One 
of the key motivations was the recognition that we needed to get out of the ivory towers of 
academic pediatric emergency medicine centers as most children are cared for outside of 
academic centers. We wanted to spread the gospel of evidence-based medicine so that children 
get the best care, based on the best evidence, regardless of where they receive care.  But does 
that always happen? Are general emergency departments ready to care for children? Two 
previous studies conducted assessing the state of nationwide pediatric readiness were conducted 
ƛƴ нлло ŀƴŘ нлмоΦ  ¢ƻŘŀȅ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǎǘǳŘȅΦ tŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
it is associated with decreased mortality in ill and injured children.

Reference: Remick KE, et al. National Assessment of Pediatric Readiness of US Emergency Departments during 
the Covid-19 Pandemic. JAMA Network Open. July 2023 Listen on Apple Podcasts: 
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-skeptics-guide-to-emergency-
medicine/id564247833?i=1000640740832



SGEM: Pediatric Readiness Pearls

ÅLoss of PECCs due to COVID, reassignments and loss of workforce

ÅCost estimated at $50/child seen in ED to significantly improve 
readiness and outcomes

ÅLost 700-100 pediatric inpatient units over last decade

ÅEvery ED must be ready kids every day

ÅMedian time to death after presentation of a critically ill or injured 
child is 3 hours. 

Å/ŀƴΩǘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ

ÅEMS plays a critical role in pediatric readiness









Senate Bill 1418



395.1012 Patient safety.τ 27 (5)(a) Each hospital with an emergency department must: 1. 
Develop and implement policies and procedures for pediatric patient care in the emergency 
department which reflect evidence-based best practices relating to, at a minimum: a. Triage. 
b. Measuring and recording vital signs. c. Weighing and recording weights in kilograms. d. 
Calculating medication dosages. e. Use of pediatric instruments.  2. Conduct training at least 
annually on the policies and procedures developed under this subsection. The training must 
include, at a minimum: a. The use of pediatric instruments, as applicable to each licensure 
type, using clinical simulation as defined in s. 41 464.003.  b. Drills that simulate emergency 
situations. Each department must conduct drills at least annually. (b) Each hospital 
emergency department must: 1. Designate a pediatric emergency care coordinator. The 
pediatric emergency care coordinator must be a physician licensed under chapter 458 or 
chapter 459, or a nurse licensed under chapter 464. The pediatric emergency care 
coordinator is responsible for implementation and enforcement of the policies and 
procedures adopted under this subsection. 2. Conduct the National Pediatric Readiness 
Assessment developed by the National Pediatric Readiness Project, in accordance with 
timelines established by the National Pediatric Readiness Project. Each hospital emergency 
department shall submit a report with the results of the assessment to the agency by 
December 31, 2026, and annually each December 31 during which the National Pediatric 
wŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊΧΧ



Apps and Podcasts

ÅApps

ÅPodcasts
ÅPeds-Centered Podcast(available on Apple, Spotify, TuneIn)

ÅThe EMS Handoff(available on Apple, Spotify, TuneIn, Podparadise)

ÅThe Pediatric EMS Podcast(available on Apple, Spotfiy, TuneIn, iHeart)

Do you know a pediatric emergency care app or 

podcast you find helpful? Let us know! 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/peds-centered/id1659690899
https://open.spotify.com/show/4aXVnif0Q6oggf33rr3S4w?autoplay=true
https://sites.libsyn.com/414020
mailto:pedready@jax.ufl.edu


Ground Ambulance 
Crash Data 2012-2018

ÅUnderscores a prevalent 
underutilization of proper 
restraint mechanisms in 
ambulance crash incidents

ÅAnalysis of ground ambulance 
crash data

ÅGround ambulance crashes 
presentation

ÅSafety resources

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmVtcy5nb3YvYXNzZXRzL0FuYWx5c2lzLW9mLUdyb3VuZC1BbWJ1bGFuY2UtQ3Jhc2gtRGF0YS1Gcm9tLTIwMTItdG8tMjAxOF9GSU5BTC5wZGYiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMxMDAyLjgzNDQ0NzkxIn0.l3eHfU4gL5dWtCID_qunWEvqLhu6JZl9sA1M31hBaxE/s/262690360/br/227228854689-l__;!!PtNlYhaE-iE!MB9HoKMJYA7CrGIr5RbXMx4WcsfpnRB0faOvQnjHcQEdHXRL1KYMSBBzbeYgiUDDAfKu1sKqQMALny6VytvWXcjBWoo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmVtcy5nb3YvYXNzZXRzL0dyb3VuZC1BbWJ1bGFuY2UtQ3Jhc2hlcy1QcmVzZW50YXRpb25fLTIwMTItMjAxOC1EYXRhX0ZJTkFMLnBkZiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzEwMDIuODM0NDQ3OTEifQ.dLo0iIECguXKCHEyqi5boZ_HDS8s2wDARXNbb_yA3C4/s/262690360/br/227228854689-l__;!!PtNlYhaE-iE!MB9HoKMJYA7CrGIr5RbXMx4WcsfpnRB0faOvQnjHcQEdHXRL1KYMSBBzbeYgiUDDAfKu1sKqQMALny6VytvWYf8FaG0$
https://www.ems.gov/resources/search/?category=safety#sort=date


Enhancing Pediatric Safety and 
Preparedness Concept Proposal Update



National EMSC Program

Florida 

EMSC 


