
Florida Emergency Medical 
Services for Children Advisory 

Committee Meeting
Henderson Beach Resort in Destin, Florida

Room Crystal 3
Virtual (TEAMS)

Wednesday, October 4, 2023
12:30-2:30 pm CST



Welcome
Please scan the QR code to sign in 
or email pedready@jax.ufl.edu

Visit our FL EMSC booth 

Thank you, Emerald Coast!

mailto:pedready@jax.ufl.edu




Meeting Agenda



Florida EMS for Children Advisory 
Committee Members



Appointed Positions

Physician with Pediatric Experience
Tricia Swan, MD, M.ED, FAAP, FACEP
Chair, ACEP Pediatric EM Section
Associate Medical Director Pediatric Emergency 
Department, Advent Health Ocala

Nurse with Emergency Pediatric Experience
Nichole Shimko, RN, MSN, CCRN, CPN, C-NPT
aŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ¢ŜŀƳΣ Dƻƭƛǎŀƴƻ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Hospital of Southwest FL                                                                                                     
Representative, Florida Neonatal and Pediatric 
Transport Network Association (FNPTNA)

Emergency Medical Technician/Paramedic
Barbara Tripp, RN, EMT-P
Fire Chief, City of Tampa Fire Rescue

Emergency Physician
Marshall Frank, DO, MPH, FACEP, FAEMS
Medical Director, Sarasota County Fire 
Department

Family Advisory Network Representative
Sandra Nasca, RN
Retired Nurse and Forensic Medical Investigator, 
Child Advocate



Committee Liaisons

Florida Emergency Nurses Association 
Representative
Michael Rushing, MSN, APRN, NRP, FNP-BC, CEN, 
CPEN, CFRN, TCRN, CCRN-CMC

Emergency Department/Emergency Medical 
Services Pediatric Emergency Care Coordinator
Ernest (Sonny) Weishaupt, EMT-P
EMS Liaison/PECC, Arnold Palmer Hospital for 
Children

Rural Emergency Medical Services
Tracey D. Vause, MPA, CPM, EMT-P
Chief of Emergency Services, Walton County 
{ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ
Chair, Emerald Coast Healthcare Coalition

Emergency Medical Services Pediatric 
Emergency Care Coordinator
Sarah Weed, EMT-P
Health and Safety Captain, Alachua County Fire 
Rescue

Emergency Medical Services Pediatric 
Emergency Care Coordinator
Jeremiah Rabish, PMD
EMS Operations Captain, Sarasota County Fire 
Department, SCFD PECC

Rural Emergency Medical Services Pediatric 
Emergency Care Coordinator
Marvin Walters, PMD
EMS Chief, Wakulla County Fire Rescue 



Committee Liaisons Continued

Disaster Preparedness
Julie Downey, EMT-P
Fire Chief, Davie Fire Rescue
Chair, EMS Advisory Disaster Response 
Committee

Pediatric Research and Data
Jennifer N. Fishe, MD
Associate Professor, University of Florida COM-J
Director UF Center for Data Solutions
PECARN WPEMR Node Affiliate Researcher

Florida Trauma Program Manager
Lisa Nichols, MBA, BSN, RN, CCRN-K
Pediatric Trauma Program Manager, Wolfson 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ

Mental Health
Lauren Young Work, LCSW
Medical Social Work, MIH Coordinator Palm 
Beach County Fire Rescue

/ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ
Joshua G. Thomas
Director, Child Abuse Death Review Unit
5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ C5hI



Florida EMS for Children Program Staff

Emergency Medical Services for Children State 
Partnership Project Director (UF) 
Florida EMSC  Medical Director
Chair, Florida EMSC Advisory Committee
Phyllis L. Hendry, MD, FAAP, FACEP
Professor of Emergency Medicine and Pediatrics
Associate Chair for EM Research
University of Florida COM - Jacksonville

Florida Emergency Medical Services for 
Children/PEDReady Program Manager
Katelyn Perl, MS, CHES®

Project Manager I
Department of Emergency Medicine
University of Florida COM - Jacksonville

Megan Curtis Gonzalez, PhD
Associate Director of Clinical Research
Department of Emergency Medicine
University of Florida COM - Jacksonville

Morgan Henson Campobasso, MPH, CPH, CCRP
Assistant Director of Clinical Research
Department of Emergency Medicine
University of Florida COM ςJacksonville

Amy Kennedy
Executive Assistant
Department of Emergency Medicine
University of Florida College of Medicine - Jacksonville



Magnetic Name Badge 

ÅFor Florida EMSC Advisory Committee Members

ÅTo include first and last name, position, and 2-3 credentials

ÅIf you would like a name badge, please see Katelyn Perl or Dr. Hendry 
to complete the sign-up sheet J



Bureau of Emergency Medical 
Oversight (BEMO) Key Updates



BEMO Key Updates

ÅPulsara communication and patient tracking system for FL 
EMS agencies and hospitals
ÅFL EMSC demo virtual meeting coming soon

ÅAnnual Excellence in EMS Awards 
ÅSchedule
ÅReception: 4:30 pm-5:30 pm

ÅDinner and Ceremony: 5:30 pm-8:00 pm

ÅBobby Mills- new BEMO EMS Preparedness Coordinator 

ÅOther announcements



Appropriation
Sustainable Funding

SB 2500 Proviso

© 2023 PulsaraςConfidential and Proprietary



SECURE &
ENCRYPTED

Pulsara is a mobile app that 
establishes a dedicated, 
encrypted patient channel.  

ÅIncludes multimedia, team 
messaging, live video, 
images, audio clips and more

TELEHEALTH
MADE SIMPLE
Clinicians can connect with 
patients, or caregivers, and 
with each other, regardless of 
location

ÅConvert a phone call to a 
video call with a tap

ONE 
UNIFIED PATIENT 
CHANNEL
Leveraging networked 
communications, Pulsara 
connects all teams across 
organizations, in one unified 
communication channel.



Everyday is Disaster Day
Systems of Care that S C A L E

- - - - - SAME TOOL - - - - -

1. Replace EMS to ED Report 
2. ECG Transmission
3. Telehealth
4. MIH | CP | TIP
5. C4 programs
6. Medical Direction | Consult
7. Behavioral Health
8. Rural Health
9. Time Sensitive Emergencies
10.Integrated System of Care
11.Event Management

Grey Sky

1. Incident Management
ÅMCI
ÅEvacuation

2. Patient Tracking
3. Reunification
4. Load Balancing
5. Medical Direction
6. Telehealth
Å ACS
Å MIH | CP

Blue Sky



Everyday is Disaster Day
Systems of Care that S C A L E

- - - - - SAME TOOL - - - - - Grey SkyBlue Sky



Florida EMS for Children State 
Partnership Program



Our Mission

Partnering with Florida EDs, EMS agencies, disaster 
preparedness organizations, and families in the care of 
ill and injured children to enhance pediatric readiness 

across the continuum of care



Performance Measures

ÅEmergency Departments 

Å1) Expand the uptake of pediatric readiness in EDs by establishing a voluntary state hospital ED 

pediatric readiness recognition program, 2) designating pediatric emergency care 

coordinators/champions (PECCs), 3) ensuring hospital EDs weigh and record children in kilograms, and 

4) ensuring that disaster plans address the needs of children

ÅEmergency Medical Services 

Å1) Improve pediatric readiness in EMS systems by establishing a voluntary state prehospital pediatric 

readiness recognition program, 2) designating PECCs (pediatric emergency care coordinators or 

champions), 3) increasing the number of agencies that have a process for pediatric skills-check on the 

use of pediatric equipment, and 4) ensuring that disaster plans address the needs of children

ÅFamily Representation 

Å1) Prioritize and advance family partnership and leadership in efforts to improve EMSC systems of care











Overview Document

ÅFeedback
ÅPhoto contest



Resource Flyer



Modified JumpSTART Badge Buddies

Most popular product in FL and nationally



Pediatrics Emergency ABCôs and More 

Next steps: ? Badge buddies or card



Communication Cards

English/Spanish English/Creole

https://pami.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2022/10/9606-FLA-Hospital-Communication-Cards-FINAL-07APR20.pdf
https://pami.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/wordpress/files/2020/07/9613-FLA-Hospital-Communication-Cards-2020-Haitian-Creole-and-English-Version-FINAL.pdf-07.28.2020.pdf


Pediatric Pain and Fever Dosing Guide Magnet:
(liquid only, based on weight)



Dissemination Plan, Items to add (? Neowheel, tape) 

FL PEDReady Resource Bags
(ED versus EMS) 

Contain the following items:
ÅCommunication cards
ÅModified JumpSTART and START badge buddies
ÅPALS pocket card
ÅHandtevy badge buddies
ÅDifficult Airway Course pocket card (adult and pediatric)
Å!./Ωǎ ƻŦ tŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎǎ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ŎƘŀǊǘ
ÅPain scale cards
ÅPediatric ECG card
ÅPediatric acetaminophen & ibuprofen dosing magnets
ÅNRP pocket cards (very small and limited information)
ÅPoison center magnets
ÅDistraction tools
ÅAnd more!



Neo-Wheel

ÅEMS and ED edition

ÅA quick reference guide for 
calculating critical neonatal 
numbers in emergency 
situations



2023 Pediatape vs. 2019 Broselow Tape



New Website

flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu

flemsc.emergency.med.ufl.edu


Social Media

@floridaemsforchildren

Facebook

@flemsforchildren

Instagram

Please follow us and send your EMSC related posts and information!

https://www.facebook.com/floridaemsforchildren/
https://www.instagram.com/flemsforchildren/


E-News

To sign up for our listserv, please email 

pedready@jax.ufl.edu

ÅFlorida College of Emergency Physicians (FCEP) news briefs

ÅFlorida EMSC/PEDReady updates included 

ÅThe PE2ARL quarterly E-newsletter

ÅComing back soon!

mailto:PEDReady@jax.ufl.edu


Biospatial

ÅNew topics each quarter

ÅSend in your topic requests!
ÅNewborn deliveries, mental health transports, time on scene, pediatric 

trauma alerts and paramedic discretion, etc.  

ÅNEMSIS pediatric dashboard in the works with EDC and EIIC

If you are interested in a specific topic, please email 

pedready@jax.ufl.edu

mailto:PEDReady@jax.ufl.edu


Old Business



Safe Transport

ÅFERNO training videos, Florida EMSC Safe Transport video, and slide 
set uploaded to EMLRC and Florida EMSC websiteǳƴŘŜǊ ά9a{ 
όDǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎΣ 9ǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ {ŀŦŜ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘύέ

https://flemsc.emergency.med.jax.ufl.edu/resources-2/topics-a-z/


Thank you to all of our agencies and health care coalitions working hard to make 
Florida PEDReady! Send in your pictures to pedready@jax.ufl.edu

mailto:pedready@jax.ufl.edu

